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Sir John Winfield Bonser, Knight.,
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HIS, like Perera’s Armour, is a student’s work, and the modest
sentiments of the preface to that book are echoed by the com-
piler of this, No originality is claimed for this digest, but no

pains have been spared to make it as complete as time and materials
could permit. Consistent with the general plan of the work—to deal
only in outline with the Law of Contract as learned (and practised)
in Ceylon—the temptation to treat somewhat exhaustively of any par-
ticular topic, however etrong it may have been, especially in the
Roman-Dutch Law division, has been successfully resisted throughout,
with the single exception, perhaps, of lengthy extracts from opinions
bearing on the Law of Master and Servant. In endeavouring to
study brevity in these outlines nothing has been wilfully done, or
knowingly omitted, to detract from the usefulness aimed at by the
author. This digest is the outcome of very careful and painstaking
research, covering a period of more than two years, and nothing has been
left undone to ensure accuracy of statements, and this has not been
found very easy in summarising the opinions, at times conflicting, of the
writers on the Roman-Dutch Law.

The portion of the book devoted to the outlines of English
Law contains an Analysis (kindly permitted by the publishers) of Po-
lock’s Principles of Contract with references to Anson’s Law of Contract,
followed by select maxims and illustrative cases. The revival of Law-
learning by the present Chief Justice of Ceylon has rendered it
necessary, as rvegards the Roman-Dutch Law, to go beyond the nar-
row limits of Van Der Linden to Voet, Grotius, Van Der Keessel, and
Van Leeuwen. Evans’ translation of Pothier on Obligations is made
use of largely. A summary of the chief Ceylon Ordinances relating
to contracts is given followed by a collection of illustrative Ceylon
(Oases. The rulings cited to explain and illustrate the Labour-Laws of
Ceylon contain the most principal cases on the subject of the relation
of Master and Servant in that country, and no decision of any
importance has been left out. From the scope of this book it has
been thought desirable to exclude all but incidental mention of Ne-
gotiable Instruments and Partnership.

An index kindly compiled by a friend is added. Much
credit is due, and the author’s thanks are, to the Manager of the
Ceylon Observer printing works for the clearness and despatch of
workmanship in the printing of these pages. There are a few
misprints, but they are not of such a nature as to necessitate a
sheet of errats. The author’s thanks are due also to Mr. Brodie,
the proprietor of the Clifton Press (where the first eight forms of
the book were printed) for kind facilities in the arrangements re-
garding the printing of the book,

The author cannot conclude this advertisement without grate-
fully acknowledging his thanks to His Lordship the Chief Justice,
Sir John Winfield Bonser, for kind permission to dedicate this Digest
to him ; and his thanks are due also to those who (notably Mr, J. T,
Blazé of the Colombo Bar) by valuable suggestions and assistance
have encouraged the publication of this book.

The author humbly hopes that, with all its shortcomings.
this Digest will be received favourably by those for whom it is meant.

Qolombo, June 21st, 1897, 1. T,
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