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APPENDIX

THE GOLDEN BOOK OF CEYLON

PREFACE

For the information collected in the following pages regarding the chief
personages of Ceylon—which I have endeavoured to arrange on the same lines
as those followed in The Golden Book of India—I am indebted, in the first place,
to the kindness and the public spirit of Mr. John Ferguson, the well-known
editor of the Ceylon Observer, who has done so much for Ceylon in this as in
many other ways; and, in the second place, to Mr. F. H. M. Corbet, whose
authority on this subject is almost unrivalled.! To the latter, and to the
gentlemen who kindly collaborated with him, I owe the Introduction to The
Golden Book of Ceylon, and many of the notices in the body of the work, as
well as a general supervision of my labours of compilation. d to the nobles
and gentlemen :who responded to Mr. Ferguson's appeal, and supplied the
details given here, I desire also to tender my best thanks. As this 1s the first
attempt that, as far as I am aware, has ever been made to collect this information,
T am conecious that many imperfections will be found ; and I shall feel greatly
obliged if every one who is interested in the subject will be so good as to send
corrections and suggestions for subsequent editions, to the following address :—

Sir ROPER LETHBRIDGE, K.C.LE.,
c/o MEssrs, SampsoN Low, MarsToN & Co.,
St. DunstAN’s Housg,
FETTER LANE,
Loxpon, E.C.

It is my desire to make this work so comprehensive that it shall be to the
Ceylonese, mutatis mutandis, what Peerages, works on the Landed Gentry, etc.,
and Biographies of contemporaries of note, are to the English people. Therefore

1 1t is only fair to Mr..Corbet that I should mention that I had no opportunity of
consulting him until the work was already in the press ; so that it has not been possible for
him to make mnn{ of the additions I understand he wished to make, nor even, in many cases,
to revise the original notices. .
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the name of every Ceylonese of noble or gentle birth, or at any rate the
name of the head of his family, if his claims are such as can

nccord.n;ﬁ to either Singhalese, 'lyunil, or European standards, should appear in
future editions. 8o also it is intended to include the name of every Ceylonese
who may occupy any position of importance, or who may have earned any
distinctions, as, for example, members of the Legislative Council, heads of
Government departments, the leaders in the learned professions, justices of the
peace, members of the Ceylon Civil 8ervice, etc., etc.

If the names of any Ceylonese who come within the scope of this work are
omitted from future ec{yitions, it will not be ing mistakes) because I have
excluded them ; it will be simply because neither the persons who bear these
names nor their friends have seen fit to avail themselves of the opportunity
which it is my privilege to offer them of recording in Ceylon's first Roll of
Honour their own or their ancestors’ achievements, and so pointing the way to
future generations.




INTRODUCTION

For the ses of this work the nobility and the gentry of Ceylon are

od as mﬁn mainly of Singhalese and Tnmgl‘lm chiefs and their

descendants, and of the representatives of noble European families (mostly

Portuguese and Dutch) long settled in the island, together with such other

Ceylonese as have received the honour of knighthood and similar distinctions
from Her Majesty the Queen Empress, or other sovereigns in our own time.!

Under the 8inghalese Kings titles of honour, apart from those held by
members of the reigning house, ap) to have been of three principal kinds,
which may be briefly and tentatively described as follows—

1. Polabendi® title-names, i.e. hereditary titles peculiar to each family,
and derived from some distinguished ancestor. These title-names were generally
bestowed upon appointment to high office, or in recognition of distinguished
service, and were borne by the grantee and his descendants.

2. Titles attached to and denoting a post in the king’s service.

8. Titles ascribed to the wife and chﬁodren and more remote issue of chiefs,
and common to all persons of their rank. These titles vary in different parts
of the country.

The Radala péruwa, Mudali péruwa, and other péruwas (the nobles, the
class of chiefs, the titled class) thus consist of those who can trace their descent
from Adigars, Disdvas, Mudaliydrs, or other Principa] chiefs, and they are
distinguished from the rest of the people mainly by their patabend: title-
names.

The tice of bestowing patabend: title-names when giving a man high
office wagr:;opted by the Portnguese in the Maritime Provinces (1505 to 1656) ;
it was continued by the Dutch (1656 to 1795) ; and is in full force under the
British Government,.?

The Portuguese appear to have added the hereditary titles of Don, or Dom,
and Donna to those already in existence, and this seems to be the only new
title of the kind introduced by European rulers.

The value and significance of various titles have in Ceylon, as elsewhere,
undergone many modifications in the course of the last few centuries. It
would be impossible in the space available for this Introduction to trace their
complicated and still obscure evolution, though the study is an interesting one,
and much material on the subject exists,

It should, however, be borne in mind that, although many of the ancient
official titles have been retained under the British Government, they no longer

1 1t is not intended to include any of the numerouns class of people, British and foreign,
of social &osltlon who reside in Ceylon, but who have their permanent home elsewhere,
and to whom the dedgnnt.lon of Ceylonese is not applied.

2 From Ran; , the gold frontlets worn on state occasions as badges of office or rank.
These frontlets e heirlooms in the family.

$ At the present day the i ber of title. that & man may have is fixed.
1f the grantee has reached the limit, but wishes to take a new title-name, he drops the first
of those he previously possessed.
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connote the same power and authority that belonged to them in former times.
The administrative functions of the holders of these titles are now subordinated
to the authority of members of the Civil Service, etc., of whom (unless they
are Ceylonese) no account is attempted to be given here. The important
modifications effected in the position of the Chiefs and Headmen by the present
system, which places a considerable number of Civil Servants, etc., above them
in the official scale, must be understood, once for all, as qualifying everything
that is said about them in the following paties‘

Official titles at the present day, in the Central, Western, and Southern

of the island, mag be divided into two great groups, namely, those of the
hill country (the Kandyan ones) and those of the Maritime Provinces. The
hereditary titles of the Singhalese (apart from Don, which is peculiar to the
Maritime Provinces) are much alike in both ; but the titles of the wives and
descendants of chiefs differ considerably.

In modern times in the Kandyan kingdom, some of the most important
official titles, apart from titles borne by members of the Roial Family, were
Adigar? (Minister of State, the first Adigar being Prime Minister); Maha
Lekam (Chief 8ecretary); Disava (Governor of a vince) ; and RitemahAt-
maya (Principal Administrative and Judicial Officer of a District). In addition
to these principal classes there were many officers of the highest rank attached
to the Court. Amongst them were the Gajandyaka Nilame (the Chief over the
Elephants), whose office bore some analogy to that of the ‘‘ Master of the Horse
in England ; the Maha Aramudal Wannaku Nilame (Lord of the Treasury) ;
and tﬁe Maha Gabada Nilame and Uda Gabada Nilame (Treasurers, each with
O paibtiment to these of 1 be ed by th { patabond

intment to these offices wou accompanied by the grant of 3
titl&gmes, unless the recipient already possessed a sufficient number. The
principal chiefs and their male descendants, according to the usage of the
present day, bear the title of Banda, and their wives are styled Kumarihami,
or Walawwe Mahatmayo (the lady of the manor-house), and their daughters
Kumarihami, or Menike,

In addition to the administrative hierarchy, the Basnayaka Nilames (lay
incumbents of temples) also held high rank and influence. The of
these chiefs is the Diwa Nilame, the principal lay officer of the Temple of the
Sacred Tooth in Kandy.

In the Maritime Provinces the highest official rank, peculiar to the Singhalese,
is that of Maha Mudaliydr (Great or Chief Mudn.liyér{. Next to him come the
Mudaliyérs of the Governor’s Gate. The latter title (a personal distinction
involving only ceremonial duties) is the English form of the Singhalese title of
Maha Wasala Mudiyanse = Mudaliydr of the Great Gate, 1. ¢. of the Royal Palace
or Household (¢/. *‘ the Sublime Porte ") ; and it obviously does not adequately
regresent the force of the original. There are also Mudaliydrs (not of the Gate)
whose rank is likewise a personal distinction not enmilinﬁhe discharge of
any business duties under the Government. There are Mudaliydrs exercisin,
authority in the towns and rural districts, a8 Mudaliydrs of the Atapattu and of
the Kachcheri, and Mudaliy4rs of Korales, the last named having much the same
jurisdiction as Ritemahdtmayas now have in the Kandyan country. There arealso

nterpreter Mudaliydrs employed in the administrative offices of the Government
at the present day, and in the S8upreme and District Courts of the island.

A hgudaliyﬂr, like a Kandyan chief, on his creation usunally receives one or
more patabendi title-names, and he may thus either add to the titles which he
already enjoys, if a;liy, or become the founder of a Mudali péruwa family.

The wife of a Mudaliysr is styled Walawwe Mahatmayo, or Lama-etans,
and his sons and daughters bear the title of Hamu.

1 Adikdran, from adhi, over, above, i G
the instrument in the -an:'e of executivveo. upon, implying superiority in place ;) and lerens,
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The offices of Maniyakaran,! Atikaram,! and Wanniya! in the Northern
and Eastern Provinces are similar to those of Ritemahitmayas and Korale
Mudaliydrs. The official and other titles peculiar to these Provinces form a
third and separate 1;'A'ou¥;a

Presidents of Gansabawas throu%}mnt Ceylon are mostly drawn from the
landed aristocracy, as the principal chiefs are, and their office is held in esteem,
but it doee not a&pear to carry titles with it in the same way. The admirable
system of Gansabawas (village councils and tribunals), with their patriarchal
jurisdiction and wise administration in communal affairs, is a valuable survival
from pre-historic times.

Below the Mudaliyars of the Gate and the Mudaliy4rs, are the Muhandirams
of the Gate and the Muhandirams, whose rank is also a personal distinction
involving only ceremonial duties. The holders of certain posts under the
Government have the rank of Muhandirams ex officio.

In addition to these chiefs there are also several classes of Headmen, such
as Korala and Udaiyar, Vidédna-Arachchi, Arachchi, Kangéni, and Vidane,
dischargi res})onaible and important duties, and they, Iike the principal
chiefs, mge y drawn from the upper classes.

With reference to noble and gentle families of European origin, it is sufficient
to recall here that Ribeyro says (Lee’s Translation, p. 46) that there were
several hundred noble Portuguese families settled in Ceylon in his time. Some
of the greatest names in Po; 1 are borne by Portugunese families in Ceylon
to this day. The Dutch coats of arms de%icted in the Lapidarium Zeylanicum,
and in Mr. F. H. de Vos's paper in the Journal of the Ceylon Branch of the
R. A. 8. for 1898, bear eloquent testimony to the nobility of many of the Dutch
settlers in the island.

Besides the descendants of Portuguese and Dutch noblemen, there are also
amongst the Ceylonese (to mention only a few examples) representatives of
Malay Princes exiled to Ceylon by the Dutch ; of a French ducal house ; of a
Swiss family whose nobility has been recognized in Europe for centuries ; and,
in the female line, of a great German family whose name is famous in history,
and who yield to few families on the Continent in point of illustrious ancestry.

‘Want of materials has made it imgossible to include any account of these
and other families of the kind in this edition, but it is hoped that with every
successive edition there may be a marked improvement in this respect. The
existence of the detailed records kept during the Dutch Administration should
render the task of the Ceylon genealogist a comparatively easy one.

In the preparation of this Introduction, and in the work done on the notices
which follow, unsparing use has been made of the kind advice and collaboration
of several friends (and especially Don Martinu de Zilva Wickremasinghe,
Don Charles de Silva Batuvantudave, Mr. louis L. H. Pieris, and Mr.
Charles E. H. Corea), to whose erudition and generous help a tribute of
appreciation and cordial thanks is due ; and reference has frequently been made
to Mr. Justice Stark’s and the Honble. Mr. de Alwis's pagcrs published in the
Journal of the Celylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society for 1858 and
1856-58 tively ; to Davy’s Account of the Interior of Ceylon (London,
1821) ; to the N Nighanduva, by Mr. Le Mesurier and Panabokke Loku
Banda ; to Fe n's Ceylon Directory ; to Ceylon in 189S, by Mr. John
Ferguson ; to Mr. Justice Lawrie’s Gazcticer of the Central Province of Ceylon
(which was made available for the purpose by the courtesy of the Librarian of
the Colonial Office) ; and to other works relating to Ceylon.

1 Information regarding the titles connected with these and similar offices, and the
hereditary title-names and titles in use amongst the Tamils of Ceylon, would be welcomed
for insertion in the next edition of this work.
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ABAYABUND ARA, William, Chevalier;
Isa ngbt of the Order of
St. Gregory the Great. A member of
the Municipal Council of Galle.
Residence : Galle.

ABDUL CARIM, Levval Mari-
kar, Mudaliydr of the Governor's Gate,
Created May 23, 1892. Is a J.P.
Residence : Galle.

ABDUL Lebbe Mari-

HAMID, Sulaiman
kar; b. March 15, 1865. Belongs to
the Pavalakkodi family of Tangalle
district. Residence: Hambantota.

mm. MADJID EFFENDI, HL.M.

Is Consul at Co]ombo for

HJM the Sultan of Turkey. Resi-
dence : Colombo.

ABDUL RAHIMAN, Mohamado Cassim,
TheHon.; b. . Hasbeen Muham-
madan Member of the Legislative
Council since 1889. His father emi-
grated to Ceylon from Surat. Is of
Arabic descent. Residence : Colombo.

ABEYESINGHE Wijeyewardene,
Nicholas Dias; 5. January 28, 1858.
Belongs to the Abeyesinghe family,
formerly of the Kandyan Province, who
settled in Galle under the Port
Government. Nicholas Dias Al y
singhe was Maha Mudaliy4r in the time
of the Dutch Government. His son,
Abraham Dias Abeyesinghe, was Guard
Mudaliyér of Galle under the British
Government. Nicholas Dias Abeye-
singhe Wijeyewardene, son of the
last-named, was Attapattu Mudaliyar,
Galle; and his son is the Rev. Abraham
Diss Al he Wijeyewardene,
Chaplain of All Saints, Colombo,
father of the subject of ‘this notice,
Is a Proctor of the Su me Court,and
Member of the Muni Council of

Galle. Residence : e.

uxnwmam Edward Samuel,
g)utal*preter Mudaliydr; b. December

856. Belongs to the Abeyewi-
krama family of in Galle
district.  Residence : Gabadawidiya,

MAtara.

ABEYKOON, John, Mudaliydr. Created
May 24, 1889. Residence: Alutkuru
Korale North.

ABEYRATNA, Don Abraham Perers,
Mudaliydr. Created May 24, 1888.
Restdence: Madampe.

ABEYRATNA Mahawasala—Karana

ludi Don Abraham,

udalayar June 21, 1897
Residence : Kandy.

ABEYSEKARA, Don David He:
Mudaliydr. Oreated June 21,
1897. Residence :

ABEYSEKERE, John Abraham, Muda-

liydr ; b, . Is Mudaliyér of

utkuru Korale South. Residence :
Colombo and Ragama.

ABEYSINGHE, John Gerard Gomes,
Basnayaka Mudaln/dr Appomteti
May 24, 1890. Residence: Grandpass,
Colombo.

ABEY! Frederiock Dias, Muda-
liydr. Created May 24, 1887, Resi-
dence : Galle.

ABHAYAWARDENE, Don Francis de
Silva, Mudaliydr; b. May 21, 1841.
Descended from the de Silva Abhaya-
wardene family of Galle. Is Mudaliydr

of Wellabode Pattu. Residence :
Dickwella.

ALAGAKONE, 8.A.; . Belongs
to a well-known fumly in Jaffna. Is

an Advocate. Restdence: Jlﬂ'na.






